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PROCESSIONAL HYMN  [Please Stand] 
 

 
Music reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net    License # A-737062 
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GLORIA 
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FIRST READING               Isaiah 49:3,5-6 (64A) 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                 Psalm 40:2,4,7-8,8-9,10 

 
Music reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net    License # A-737062 

 
SECOND READING                                       I Corinthians 1:1-3 

   
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  [Please stand] 

 

Music reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net    License # A-737062 
 

 
Verse:  The word of God became flesh and dwelt among us. 
  To those who accepted him, he gave power to become children of God. 
 
GOSPEL                                John 1:29-34 
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~ LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST ~  
 
PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR AND THE GIFTS  

 
 
PREPARATION HYMN 
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SANCTUS 
 

 
 Music reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net    License # A-737062 

 
 

MYSTERY OF FAITH 

 

Music reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net    License # A-737062 
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GREAT AMEN 

 
Music reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net    License # A-737062 

 
 
 

LAMB OF GOD   

 
Music reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net    License # A-737062 

 

 
~COMMUNION RITE~ 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
V.  Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to the Supper of the Lord. 
 

R.  Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

 
 
(For the communion procession, we ask that you form two lines in the center aisle, starting from the 
front, one row at a time, and then return to your pew by the side aisles. All are welcome to join in the 
communion procession. If you are not Catholic, or for spiritual, medical, or other reasons receiving 
Communion is not the right choice for you today, you can still come forward for a blessing. Simply 
fold your arms across your chest as you approach the priest or deacon.) 
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COMMUNION HYMN 
 

 
Music reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net    License # A-737062 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 
 

 
 

Music reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net    License # A-737062 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Prayer of Saint Michael the Archangel 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of 
the Devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the 
power of God, thrust into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl about the world seeking the 
ruin of souls. Amen.  

 

The Pope’s prayer intention for January: For prayer with the Word of God: 
Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our 
communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary Church. 
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January 17 & 18 

Why should we “fear the Lord”? What does that mean? 

Answered by: Father Jay 

One of the phrases people often stumble over in the Bible and in Church teaching is “fear of the 
Lord.” Understandably so. After all, we are constantly reminded that God loves us, that He is 
merciful, and that we are His beloved children. So why would fear have anything to do with our 
relationship with Him? 

Part of the confusion comes from assuming that fear only means being scared. But there is 
another way the word has long been used — one that many of us learned growing up, even if we 
didn’t think of it in religious terms. 

When I was a child, my grandfather would sometimes tell me to “respect” certain things: to 
respect fire, to respect a bear in the woods, or to respect a creek after a heavy rain. He wasn’t 
telling me to be terrified of these things, nor was he telling me to avoid them entirely. What he 
was teaching me was something subtler and far wiser. 

He was teaching me that there are certain realities you don’t get to relate to on your own terms. 
You don’t decide, on a whim, how fire works, or how dangerous floodwater can be. There are 
forces at play beyond your control. If you want to use, enjoy, or safely encounter those realities, 
you have to acknowledge what they are and act accordingly. 

That kind of “respect” is very close to what Scripture and Tradition mean by the Fear of the 
Lord. 

To fear the Lord is not to be afraid of God as dangerous. Rather, it is to recognize who God truly 
is — holy, infinite, and utterly unlike anything else — and to approach Him with the reverence 
that reality demands. It is a form of love that takes God seriously. 

This is why the Fear of the Lord is one of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. It disposes us to 
accept the truth about who God is and who we are. It teaches us that we cannot do “any old 
thing” before God and still expect a healthy relationship with Him. 

God is our Creator, our Redeemer, our Savior — the One who, as a priest friend of mine likes to 
say, “loves us so much there’s nothing we can do about it.” Because that is true, our relationship 
with Him is necessarily unique. It has a shape and a direction that we do not invent for ourselves. 

If, and only if, we accept the parameters for relationship that flow from these deep truths about 
God and about ourselves, can we enter into a friendship with Him that is deep, loving, and 
lasting. 

The fear of the Lord, then, is not about being scared of God. 
It is about recognizing reality — and choosing to live within it — so that true friendship with God 
can flourish. 

 


