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Welcome! If you’re interested in joining our parish or receiving our weekly network news email, please call 
518-943-3150. We hope to see you again! 

 

Reconciliation 

St. Mary’s in Coxsackie 
1st & 3rd Thursday 5:30 – 6:30 PM 

St. Patrick’s in Athens 
1st & 3rd Saturday 3:00 – 3:30 PM 

Our Lady of Knock Shrine 
Saturday 3:00 – 3:30 PM  

St. Theresa’s in Windham 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 PM 

St. Patrick’s in Ravena 
2nd & 4th Thursday 5:30 - 6:30 PM 

St. Patrick’s in Catskill 
2nd, 4th & 5th Saturday 3:00 – 3:30 PM 

St. John’s in Greenville 
Sunday 8:00 – 8:30 AM 
Wednesday 11:15 – 11:45  AM

 

Faith Formation 

Our Faith Formation programs provide a fun, engaging faith education for children and youth in Pre-K through 
12th grade. 

 Early Childhood: Grades PreK-2 participate in Children’s 
Liturgy of the Word during Mass, plus a short lesson. Visitors 
welcome! 

Elementary: Grades 3-5 meet for 1-hour sessions to learn 
more about scripture and the Mass. 

Middle School: Grades 6-8 meet for 90 minutes to learn 
about Catholic teachings. 

High School: Grades 9-12 meet for Confirmation prep and to 
deepen their understanding of the faith. They also participate 
in community service.  

 

Questions/Registration – Olivia Vasto omvasto@gmail.com 
hvvwff.org  

 

Do you feel called to share your faith? If you are interested 
in helping teach our students our faith, we will be using a 
team approach. Even if your time is limited, you can still 
share your talents with our youth.  Please contact Deacon 
Steve or Olivia Vasto for more information. 

Kids’ Corner 

Canaanite 
Covenant 
Disciple 
Evangelization 
Faith 
Gentile 

Gospel 
Mercy 
Mission 
Perseverance 
Prayer 
Salvation 



St. Mary’s Coxsackie 

(518) 731-8800 
stmaryscoxsackie.com 

Mass Intentions 
 

At our Eucharistic Liturgies, we remember in a special way: 

 Sunday, August 16                                 7:30 a.m. 
Elizabeth Caputo by the Caputo family                                                   

 Sunday, August 16                      11:30 a.m. 
 Rose Capparella by her daughter                                                                                
 Pauline Palmateer by Steve and Mary Anne Simmons 

 Sunday, August 23                                                      7:30 a.m. 
 Deceased members of our parish                                                          

 Sunday, August 23                                              11:30 a.m. 
 Deceased members of our parish                                                     

 

Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
 

August 16, 2026 • 20th Week in Ordinary Time 
 
Sunday’s Gospel is a tough one. Jesus seems to be calling the Canaanite woman a dog. But she persists, 
challenging Jesus to see her human need. Jesus is persuaded to cure her daughter because of the woman’s 
enduring faith. This Gospel event illustrates that Jesus’ mission was not just to the Chosen People, but to 
the whole world. Your challenge this week is to follow in Jesus’ footsteps. Reach out to someone of a 
different faith, defend a Muslim who is persecuted for his/her religion, learn something about Judaism, or 
invite someone who struggles with faith to join you for Sunday worship. How can you model our Catholic 
belief that Jesus is a universal Savior—for everyone, everywhere, all the time? 
 
©Center for Ministry Development. Published by the Pastoral Center. http://pastoral.center. All rights reserved. 
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Annual Parish Picnic: Saturday, September 12, 1-4pm, at Coxsackie 
Riverside Pavilion 
Entrée provided by Frese’s; Stewart’s ice cream sundae bar for dessert; cotton candy, 
popcorn, yard games, raffles, and wonderful music! Tickets will be on sale after Masses, 
starting August 23. 

 

The Way of Saint James [Portugal/Spain Trip] with Saint Mary’s (Glens Falls) Parish 
Travel dates:  October 15-23, 2026 
Tim McNulty & Father Scott VanDerveer 
The Tour package includes: 

• 7 nights in handpicked hotels 
• Breakfast daily 
• 4 dinners with beer or wine 
• 4 sightseeing tours 
• Expert Tour Director & local guides 
• Private deluxe motor coach 

More information available in St. Mary’s & St. Patrick’s Rectory offices. 

 

Coxsackie Food Pantry Wishlist 

The Coxsackie Food Pantry is especially in need of: fruit, vegetables, juices, toothpaste and shampoo. 
Cash donations are always welcome. Your gift has greater purchasing power at the regional food bank. 

The Coxsackie Food Pantry gratefully accepts all donations. The basket for your donations will be in the back 
of the church all month. Thank you for your generosity. 

Food pantry hours: Tuesday 1-2 pm, Thursday 7-8 pm & Saturday 10-11 am.  

 

Bulletin Changes 
A big thank you to Bill Halstead who has kept our newsletter running the past few years! We appreciate all he 
has done to keep our community connected and informed, and the work he continues to do in the parish office. 
For the new bulletin format, please send any items you wish included to michele.brown@rcda.org by end of day 
Monday each week. 
 

 

mailto:michele.brown@rcda.org


Finances 
 

Sunday Attendance Livestream Views Collection E-Giving Total 
July 26 164 38 $2,362 $2,970 $5,332 
August 2 210 39 $2,195 $2,970 $5,165 

 
 

New e-giving portal coming soon! Watch this space! 
 

 
Home Missions Appeal Next Week 
Next week we will take up the Catholic Home Missions Appeal. Today, nearly 40% of dioceses in the United 
States and its current and former territories are unable to fund the essential pastoral work their communities 
need. Your support for this appeal helps them meet these faith formation and sacramental needs. Please 
prayerfully consider how you can support this appeal.  
Find more information at: www.usccb.org/home-missions 

 

Diocesan Appeal 
The Holy Spirit inspires each of us to find a deeper sense of our individual missions and then to help one 
another to discover them to serve each other. Our diocesan family lifts us together in these responsibilities, 
aided through ministries funded through the Diocesan Appeal: 

Caring for Family:  Allowing all 126 parishes to focus on spiritual ministry rather than administrative 
duties – Nearly 30 specialty departments serve each parish. 

Future Shepherds:  Nearly 1/3 of annual Diocesan Appeal revenue pays for the education expenses of 
the seminarians (deacons and priests) who currently are 40 in number. 

Transformative Learning: Professional administrative services supplement small-scale on-site school 
staff plus financial assistance provided for each of the 4 Diocesan high schools. 

Impact on Vulnerable Neighbors: Support of Catholic Charities programs like CC MOVE & the 
Emergency Assistance Program. 

Be an active investor – join your fellow Catholics around the Diocese through generous support of your parish 
offertory AND the Diocesan Appeal at a level reflective of the role your faith has in your lives and your 
legacies! 

Thank you – with patience and your support, a brighter future is near! 

Payments can be made online by going to thediocesanappeal.org 

 



August 15 & 16 

What is the difference between a pastor, a parochial vicar, a 
deacon, and an administrator? 

Answered by: Deacon Steve Young 

With the various new assignments this summer, people have been asking what 
the difference is between the roles announced. I would like to offer a quick 
review, without using ecclesiastical language (what I call church-ese). So just 
our everyday, informal language. I hope this helps. 
 
A pastor is a priest who, under the bishop’s authority, provides pastoral care of 
a parish, or in our case, multiple parishes. He has a wide range of duties. These 
include but are not limited to the following: sacramental needs (Mass, weddings, 
baptisms, etc.), spiritual care (counseling, visiting the sick, annulments, etc.), 
educational needs (OCIA classes, faith formation, etc.), and the financial viability 
of all those areas in his care.   
 
A parochial vicar is also a priest, assigned by the bishop, to assist the pastor. 
We sometime call him an associate. His main duties are sacramental in nature: 
saying Mass, hearing confessions, visiting the homebound, etc. They also 
include any additional duties assigned by the pastor, for the care of the 
parishioners.  
 
A deacon is also a member of the clergy, assigned by the bishop, who is 
ordained to serve in a variety of ministries. His focus is on service to the people. 
His main duties can include preaching the Gospel and homilies, and presiding at 
baptisms, weddings and funerals. A deacon is not always assigned to a parish. 
Their duties include whatever their bishop or pastor assigns to them in service 
to their community. 
 
An administrator, still assigned by the bishop, takes on some of the duties of 
the pastor. Their focus is on making sure the needs of the people are met - 
sacramental, spiritual, and educational. Like the pastor, they supervise the staff 
as well and are responsible for the financial viability of the parish. 



Password:  
stjohn26 

Faith Formation Team is Growing 
Olivia Vasto will serve as representative for our four 
river parishes as we work in collaboration with our 
other sister churches in the area. She will also lead St. 
Patrick’s Ravena’s Faith Formation. We thank Matty 
Kelly-Haller for his hard work as Ravena’s interim 
Faith Formation Coordinator.  
Mgsr. O’Connor has graciously agreed to teach our 
confirmation class students, starting this fall. 

 

Bishop Mark Reaches Out – You Can Help 
Inspired by St. Kateri Tekakwitha, patron saint of 
people in exile, Bishop Mark is holding a prayer 
gathering at the Fonda Shrine for all those who feel 
exiled by or alienated from the Catholic Church for 
any reason. The prayer gathering will be Sunday, 
August 23 at 1pm. Have you ever felt this way? Come 
and be welcome. Do you know anyone who might 
find it meaningful? Please spread the word. Bishop 
Mark will also celebrate Mass at the National Shrine 
at 10:30am the same day, and invites all who wish to 
join him in prayer for those who attend later. 

 

Ark Encounter & Creation Museum Trip 
April 12-16, 2027 - $885/person (double occupancy) 
Package includes transportation, lodging, breakfasts, 
admission to the Ark Encounter & Creation Museum, 
and two dinners, including a riverboat dinner cruise. 
Organized by St. Patrick's Athens through White Star 
Tours - contact Anne Pirrone at 518-945-2122 with 
questions or to make reservations. 

 

Celebrate Our Lady of Knock 
The Mayo Society invites everyone to join them at 
Our Lady of Knock in East Durham to celebrate the 
anniversary of the apparition of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary in the village of Knock on August 21.  
The Shrine will host a Mass at 11am on that Friday. 

Athens Yard Sale August 29 
St. Patrick's is participating in the Village of Athens’ 
annual yard sale day, from 9am-3pm. Donations are 
accepted before Sunday Masses in Athens (please no 
clothing or stuffed animals). If you wish to rent a 
parking space for the day to set up your own sale, 
contact Margaret Muenkel megmuenkel@gmail.com. 
Cost $10 plus refundable cleanup deposit. 

 

Greenville Interfaith Panel Discussion 
On Sunday, Aug. 23, at 4:00 PM there will be an 
Interfaith Panel Discussion held at the Greenville 
Public Library. The topic is “How Can We Achieve 
Spirituality?”  This 17th annual discussion is 
sponsored by the Greenville Area Interfaith Council. 
Faith traditions represented are Buddhist, Catholic, 
Jewish, and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints. Light refreshments will be provided. 

 

Faith & Family Baseball 
Package (August 30) 
St. John's invites everyone to a 
ValleyCats game! Tickets are $12 and 
include a seat and a $5 credit to spend 
at concessions or the team store.  

 

Bishop Mark’s 10th Anniversary Mass 
Bishop Mark was ordained an auxiliary bishop 10 
years ago. All are cordially invited to a Mass on 
Friday August 24 at 7pm, to celebrate this anniversary. 
The Mass will be held at the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception and followed by light 
hospitality. 

 

 

 



Your Ad Here
$200/block/quarter

Each block is 2.5" x 1.5"
Contact michele.brown@rcda.org

Catechists
Needed

Contact Deacon Steve

Ravena Columbiettes 26-27
First meeting: Tues, Sept. 29 at 6:30  

Interested in joining our auxiliary?
Contact Tricia at [518] 469-7527.   

We pray for each other and work
together, building lasting
friendships and support systems.
 
 A Columbiette must be at least 18 years of
age in full communion with the Catholic
Church.

Register at
events.golfstatus.com/event/2026-slice-for-new-life

Greene County
Catholic Connection

rcda.org/powerofonehour Athens Yard Sale
Saturday August 29

Young Adult
Group

@hudsonrivercatholics

Follow us on Instagram!
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